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The pace of decline in neonatal mortality is much slower 
than that of post -neonates 

Neonatal deaths and the Millennium 
Development Goals



Estimated distribution of causes of neonatal 
deaths

192 countries

Birth asphyxia is also 
an important cause 
of newborn deaths

Infections are the 
biggest killer of 
newborns in high 
NMR settings


