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Unsafe abortion: the global situation

Preventing unwanted pregnancies: the ideal and
the reality

Mitigation through postabortion care

Making abortion safe within the continuum of
MNCH care: ICPD, WHO and FIGO guidelines

The way forward and a call to action



20 million unsafe illegal abortions take place
every year

55,000 unsafe abortions every day

Globally unsafe abortions are responsible for
13% of all maternal deaths

Unsafe Abortions result in nearly 70,000 maternal
deaths and hundreds of thousands of disabilities
every year .



Only 5% unsafe abortions take place
In the developed world

95% unsafe abortions are in developing
countries of Africa , Latin America & Asia

The risk of death following pregnancy
termination is a 100-1000 times greater in sub
Saharan Africa as compared to USA.
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Asia Africa Latin America &
Caribbean

Incidence of Unsafe Abortion per 1000 women aged 15-44 yrs. by region
Source . WHO Unsafe Abortion 4" Ed.Geneva 2004
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Asia Africa Latin America &
Caribbean

Mortality due to unsafe abortion per 100,000 livebirths by region

Source . WHQO Unsafe Abortion 4th Ed. Geneva 2004



SAFE ABORTION



Gender Equality

Comprehensive Sexual and Reproductive Health
education for women and men

Universal access to moderr
Contraception and
comprehensive Reproductiv
Health Services







