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WHO Department of Reproductive Health 

and Research (RHR)

One of the two WHO 

Departments with an 

explicit mandate on 

research

Focus on all aspects 

of reproductive health

Research and 

capacity building
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MNH research: Which role for WHO?

WHO convening power: equitable research 

ïDefine lines of research that will benefit health 

systems globally  

ïCoordinate research efforts from the 

laboratory to the health system

ïMake research accessible for researchers 

from low income countries and institutions

ïStimulate alternative thinking
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Capacity building activities

Support for collaborating centres

Grants for training abroad (with re-entry grants)

Organization of workshops (technical and 

strategic)

Direct involvement in the design, implementation 

and dissemination of results of large  multi-

country collaborative research activities

Post graduate course in research methodology
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Postgraduate Course in Research 

Methodology (PGC)

Administered every year in Geneva since 
1992 (now also in other locations)

In collaboration with the Geneva 
Foundation for Medical Education and 
Research

ïWHO Collaborating Centre in Education and 
Research in Human Reproduction 

ïObjective: Conduct education and research 
programmes (focus on low resource countries 
- Reproductive Health)
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Objectives of PGC

To provide basic training in research in 

reproductive health (biomedical, clinical, 

epidemiological, social, health system, 

operations) 

To educate graduates in research 

methodology (specific focus on evaluation 

of interventions and programs)
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Themes

Training Course in Reproductive Health 

Research since 1992

Training Course in Sexual Health 

Research since 2005
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Participants
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Number of participants (408)
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Participants by region


