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Presentation Outline
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mortality

2. Progress in coverage for effective 

interventions

3. Key messages and action implications



PROGRESS IN REDUCING 

MATERNAL AND CHILD MORTALITY

Section 1:



68 countries; 
97% of maternal and child deaths 

ÁOnly 16 countries (24%) 

on track to meet MDG4

ÁOnly 3 countries of the 

original 60 in 2005 have 

shifted into the ñon trackò 

category 

ÁGood news ïChina is one 

of the 3 making progress

ÁOnly 36 countries account for 90% of stunted children; 34 of these 36 

are Countdown countries

Á56 of 68 countries (82%) have high or very high maternal mortality



Progress toward 

MDG4
Á Rapid progress is possible. 

Further analysis of these ñwell-

performingò countries is under 

way.

Á No country in sub-Saharan 

Africa on this list

Á The 10 countries with least 

progress are all in sub-

Saharan Africa

Á Most have contextual factors 

that threaten MNC health:
ČHigh HIV prevalence 

(>5%, 8/10)

ČConflict (2/10)
1000



Á None of these countries 

are in sub-Saharan Africa 

or South Asia

Á Even among the ten ñbest 

performersò, 7 have ratios 

over 100

Á 12 of 13 countries with 

highest MMRs are in sub-

Saharan Africa

Á Pattern of contextual  factors 

differs from that of MDG4. 

Progress toward 

MDG5

ČHigh HIV prevalence 

(>5%, 1/13)

ČConflict (8/13)



PROGRESS IN COVERAGE

FOR EFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS

Section 2:



Uneven coverage patterns  
across interventions

ÁOnly vaccinations 

reaching 80% 

coverage

ÁInterventions able 

to be scheduled 

routinely (®) have 

higher coverage 

than those 

needing functional 

health systems 

and 24-hour 

availability (24H)

Median national coverage levels for 18 Countdown interventions and 

approaches, 68 priority countries, most recent estimate.
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Uneven coverage trends
across interventions

Changes in coverage for selected interventions since 2000 for Countdown countries with 

at least two measurements.



How are we doing in:

Estimated percentage point change in exclusive breastfeeding 

over a three-year period, by country, 2000-2008.

2008

Median: 28

Range: 1 - 88
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How are we doing in:

2 doses between 6 and 59 months

Less than 20% 95% or greater

Burundi 17 Rwanda 99

Mozambique 16 Tajikistan 98

The Gambia 16 Nepal 96

Yemen 15 Tanzania 95

Congo 9 Sierra Leone 95

Lesotho 2 Pakistan 95

Papua New Guinea 0 Myanmar 95

Djibouti 0 Madagascar 95

Korea DPR 95

Guinea 95

Ghana 95

Cameroon 95

Burkina Faso 95

Median Low High

78 0 99

Across priority countries
In individual countries

ÁThe number of countries with Ó 
80% coverage rose from 12 to 22 
between 2003 and 2005

Á13 countries increased coverage 
by > 20 percentage points

Á8 sustained rates > 80%

55 countries reporting;

2005 estimates  



How are we doing in:
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Children sleeping under ITNs in 19 Countdown priority countries with two 
coverage surveys since about 2000. 



How are we doing in:

Antibiotic treatment for pneumonia

In individual countries

Less than 20% Top 10

Côte d'Ivoire 19 Iraq 82

Burkina Faso 15 Gambia 61

Haiti 3 Turkmenistan 50

Djibouti 43

Guinea-Bissau 42

Tajikistan 41

CAR 39

Cameroon 38

Ghana 33

Somalia 32

Median Low High

32 3

(Haiti)

82

(Iraq)

Across priority countries
19 countries reporting 



How are we doing in:

Antimalarial Treatment
(in the 45 priority countries with endemic malaria; latest available estimates)

In individual countries

Top ten 10% or less

The Gambia 63 Djibouti 10

Uganda 62 Lao PDR 9

Ghana 61 Somalia 8

Tanzania 58 Zimbabwe 5

Zambia 58 Eritrea 4

Cameroon 58 Ethiopia 3

CAR 57 Cambodia 0

Benin 54

Congo DPR 52

Sierra Leone 52

Median Low High

40 0

(Cambodia)

63

(The 

Gambia)

Across priority countries
34 countries reporting 



How are we doing in:

Contraceptive 

prevalence 
Unmet need

Median Low High

29 3

(Chad)

87

(China)

Median Greatest Least

23 41

(Uganda)

9

(Indonesia

Peru)

64 countries reporting 40 countries reporting 



How are we doing in:

Estimated percentage point change in the percentage of live births 

attended by skilled health personnel, by country (1998-2006)

2008

Median: 53

Range: 6 - 100


