
Countdown to 2015 | 17 April 20081|

MDGs 4 & 5:

what progress and how fast?

Countdown to 2015 Conference

Cape Town, South Africa

17 April 2008

Daisy Mafubelu,

Assistant Director-General,

Family & Community Health



Countdown to 2015 | 17 April 20082|

World Health Organization

"I want us to be judged by 
the impact we have on the 

health of the people of 
Africa, and the health of 

women"

Dr Margaret Chan 

Director -General

World Health Organization
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Background
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Indicators for monitoring MDG 5 recommended by the 

Inter-Agency and Expert Group on Millennium 

Development Goal Indicators

Goal 5: Improve maternal health

Target 5.A.: Reduce by three quarters, 

between 1990 and 2015, 

the maternal mortality ratio

Target 5.B.: Achieve, by 2015, 

universal access to reproductive 

health

5.1 Maternal mortality ratio

5.2 Proportion of births attended by

skilled health personnel

5.3 Contraceptive prevalence rate

5.4 Adolescent birth rate

5.5 Antenatal care coverage (at least 

one visit and at least four visits)

5.6 Unmet need for family planning

(Source: 12th Inter-Agency and Expert Group meeting on MDG indicators, 

Paris, November 2007)
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Global Situation

1̧80-210 million pregnancies every year

8̧0 million unwanted pregnancies

5̧0 million induced abortions

2̧0 million unsafe abortions 

6̧8,000 deaths from unsafe abortion

2̧0 million women suffer from maternal morbidity

Ȩstimated 536,000 maternal deaths

3̧ million babies are born dead

A̧lmost 10 million children under 5 die 

O̧f which 3 million newborns die within the first week of life

5̧00,000 infants are infected with HIV

7̧00,000 infants born with congenital syphilis
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MDG Progress Chart 2007: Goal 4, 5, 6

targets Northern
Sub-
Saharan

Eastern
South-
Eastern

Southern Western EuropeanAsia

Goal 4

Reducing Child 
Mortality ( under 5 
mortality by two 
thirds )

Goal 5
Improving 
maternal health 
by three quarters

Halt and reverse 
spread of 
HIV/AIDS

Halt and reverse 
spread of Malaria

Halt and reverse 
spread of 
Tuberculosi

Tagret likely to be 
reached by 2015

CISLatin 
Amarica 
& 
Carribean

Oceania

Goal 6

Africa

Target not likely to 
be reached by 2015

No progress or worse

Asia
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Where are we?

¸Trends MDG 4
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Global child mortality rate declined

by almost 1/4 between 1990-2006

Source. SOWC UNICEF 2008



Countdown to 2015 | 17 April 20089|
Darmstadt GL et al Lancet 2005
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Median coverage (%)

k. Corticosteroids for preterm labour

j. Emergency obstetric care

i. Antibiotics for PROM

h. Facility-based treatment of neonatal sepsis

g. Institutional delivery

f. Skilled attendance

e. Community treatment for pneumonia

d. Exclusive breastfeeding (0-6 months)

c. Effective antenatal care

b. Tetanus toxoid

a. Antenatal care

MDG5: National coverage is less than 50% in 75 high mortality 

countries
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Progress toward MDG 4 : 15 countries 'on track' 

25 countries 'no progress'

Source: Progress for children. A world fit for children.  Statistical 

tables on MDG4. Available at 

http://www.unicef.org/progressforchildren/2007n6/index_41854.htm

No progress

Insufficient

On track
Countries with 

increasing U5MR


