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ABSTRACT

Background
USAID’s Child Survival and Health Grants Program (CSHGP) has supported US NGOs for 20 years. The active portfolio includes 67 community-focused projects implemented by 32 NGOs in collaboration with local MOH and NGO partners in 39 countries. These projects presently reach over 23,000,000 beneficiaries at the household level. Projects typically run 4-5 years. 

Objectives
Quantify the impact in terms of child lives saved of 13 recently completed CSHGP-supported NGO projects. 

Methods
The Bellagio Study Group methodology was used. The needed information was abstracted from project reports: project beneficiary data; baseline and final coverage levels for each of 15 Bellagio Group evidence-based child survival interventions; and sot data. This information was supplemented with national level data to estimate baseline numbers of births and child deaths in the project area. 

Findings
The 13 recently completed projects are estimated to have saved 9,688 lives. They reduced child mortality by an average of over 13%, with many achieving reduction in mortality of more than 25%. Each of the projects in the top quartile of this group saved over 1,000 lives; the top half of these projects reduced U5MR by 16-34%. The top three projects cost only $1.43; $3.95; and $4.84 per beneficiary and $217; $486; and $935 per life saved. Extrapolating to the present, the current portfolio of 67 projects will collectively prevent 74,000-97,000 child deaths and millions of serious illnesses during their 4-5 year project life cycles. 

Conclusions
USAID-supported NGOs have high impact at low cost. This is done through integrated community-based delivery mechanisms that have been proven to increase equity and have sustainable impact. 

Policy Implications
The interventions needing scale-up are known by the international child survival community. It is evidence for the low-cost delivery mechanisms that are lacking, especially at the community level. In looking for scalable and sustainable models, USAID-supported NGOs may have some answers that are worth further scrutiny.
